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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
(note: no current amendments to the claims are made herein) 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Previously Presented) In a system for assembling a mailing unit for 

mailing, wherein the mailing unit is formed from a plurality of components including inserts and 
envelopes that are provided to the system, a method for producing and weighing the mailing unit, 
comprising: 

determining a weight for eacluof the components of the mailing unit and 
electronically storing a record of the weights at a memory in the system; 

printing at the system an identifier on one of the components forming the mailing 
unit after that one of the components has been provided to the system, wherein the identifier may 
be used in identifying the components of the mailing unit; 

reading the identifier to determine the components of the mailing unit; 

placing the inserts into the envelope to form the mailing unit; 

determining the weight of the mailing unit based on the weights of the 
components utilized to forai the mailing unit that are stored in the memory as a weight record. 

2. (Original) A method as in claim 1 , fiirther comprising predetermining 
the components to be used in the mailing unit, and wherein the weight determining step 
comprises summing the weights of the components of the mailing unit prior to assembly of the 
mailing unit. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Original) A method as in claim 1, wherein the weight determining 
step comprises summing the weights of the components utilized to form the mailing unit as the 
components are selected for inclusion in the mailing unit. 

5. (Canceled) 
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6. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 4, wherein the 
summing step comprises retrieving from the memory and summing the weight of each 
component using a processor within the system upon selection of each of the components. 

7. (Original) A method as in claim 1, wherein the inserts are held in 
groups that are disposed along a track, and fiuther comprising selecting the inserts from their 
respective groups and placing them onto the track. 

8. (Original) A method as in claim 7, fiirther comprising placing the 
inserts on the track into the envelope. 

9. (Original) A method as in claim 1, wherein one of the inserts 
comprises a financial statement. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1 , wherein one of the 
inserts comprises a charge card that is attached to a card carrier, and wherein the identifier is 
printed on the card carrier. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method as in claim 1, wherein one of the 
inserts comprises a financial statement and another one of the inserts comprises a charge card 
that is attached to a card carrier, and wherein the identifier is printed on the card carrier, 

12. (Original) A method as in claim 1, wherein the inserts are selected 
from a group consisting of letters, advertisements, checks, PIN mailers, phone cards and maps. 

1 3 . (Original) A method as in claim 1 , fiirther comprising organizing the 
mailing units based on a postage weight classification. 

1 4. (Original) A method as in claim 1 3, fiuther comprising marking and 
mailing units that are different in weight than their classification. 

15. (Previously Presented) A system for producing and weighing 
mailing units that are formed from a plurality of components including inserts and envelopes, the 
system comprising: 
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a controller having a processor and a memory containing the weight of each of the 

components; 

a printer for printing an identifier on one of the components forming the mailing 
unit after that one of the components has been provided to the system, wherein the identifier may 
be used to identify the components of the mailing unit; 



plurality of inserting mechanisms that are adapted to place selective ones of the inserts onto the 
track; and 

a moving mechanism that is adapted to move the inserts fi-om the track and into 
an envelope to form a mailing unit; 

wherein the controller is configured to determine the components of the mailing 
unit based on the identifier and to determine the weight of the mailing unit based on the weights 
of the components utilized to form the mailing unit that are stored in the memory. 

16. (Original) A system as in claim 15, fiirther comprising an extemal 
storage device having information on the weights to download to the controller. 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Original) A system as in claim 1 7, wherein the controller is 
configured to sum the weights of the components of the mailing unit prior to assembly of the 
mailing unit. 



configured to sum the weights of the inserts utilized to form the mailing unit as the inserts are 
placed onto the track. 

20. (Original) A system as in claim 15, wherein the inserts are selected 
fi-om a group consisting of statements, card carriers, cards, and advertising information. 



a reader for reading the identifier and providing the identifier to the controller; 
a movable track; 

a plurality of inserting locations that are adapted to hold the inserts, and a 



19. 



(Original) 



A system as in claim 17, wherein the controller is 
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2 1 . (Original) A system as in claim 1 5, further comprising a sorting 
mechanism to sort the maiUng units into groups based on their weights. 

22. (Original) A system as in claim 2 1 , further comprising a marking 
mechanism to mark at least some of the mailing units based on their weights to classify the 
mailing units within a given group. 

23-26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously Presented) In a system for producing and weighing a 
mailing unit for mailing, wherein the maiUng unit is formed from a plurality of components 
including inserts and envelopes provided to the system, a method comprising: 

determining a weight for each of the components of the mailing unit and 
electronically storing a record of the weights at a memory in the system; 

printing under the control of a processor in the system an identifier on a first one 
of the components forming the mailing unit after the first component has been provided to the 
system, wherein the identifier may be used to identify all the components of the mailing unit, and 
wherein the first component comprises a sheet of paper for insertion into an envelope; 

reading the identifier to determine all the components of the mailing unit; 
placing the inserts into the envelope to form the mailing unit based on the 

identifier; and 

determining the weight of the mailing unit by retrieving from the memory the 
weights of the components utilized to form the mailing imit that are stored in the memory and 
summing those the weights of the components using the processor. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the first 
component is a card carrier for insertion into the envelope, wherein a second of the components 
comprises a card for attachment to the card carrier, wherein the identifier is printed on the card 
carrier before having the card attached thereto, and wherein the identifier identifies a specific 
card for attachment to the carrier. 
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29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the first 
component is a financial statement and wherein the identifier printed on the financial statement 
identifies a particular customer and a plurahty of inserts that are to be inserted into the envelope 
with the financial statement and that are matched to the particular customer. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the 
method fiirther comprises printing under the control of the processor in the system an identifier 
on a second one of the components forming the mailing unit, the identifier printed on the second 
component based on the identifier read fi-om the first component. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) A system for producing and weighing a 
mailing unit that is formed fi*om a plurality of components including inserts and envelopes that 
are provided to the system, the system comprising: 

a controller having a processor and a memory containing the weight of each of the 

components; 

a printer for printing an identifier on a first one of the components forming the 
mailing unit after the first component has been provided to the system, wherein the identifier 
may be used to identify all the components of the mailing unit, and wherein the first component 
comprises a sheet of paper for insertion into an envelope; 

a reader to read the identifier; 

a movable track; 

a plurality of inserting locations that are adapted to hold the inserts, and a 
plurality of inserting mechanisms that are adapted to place selective ones of the inserts onto the 
track; and 

a moving mechanism that is adapted to move the inserts fi-om the track and into 
an envelope to form a mailing unit; 

wherein the controller is configured to determine the components of the mailing 
unit based on the identifier read fi-om the first component by retrieving fi-om the memory the 
weights of the components utilized to form the mailing unit that are stored in the memory and 
summing those weights. 
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32. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein the first 
component is a card carrier for insertion into the envelope, wherein a second one of the 
components comprises a card for attachment to the card carrier, wherein the identifier is printed 
on the card carrier before having the card attached thereto, and wherein the identifier identifies a 
specific card for attachment to the carrier. 

33. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3 1 , wherein the first 
component is a financial statement and wherein the identifier printed on the statement identifies a 
particular customer and a plurality of inserts that are to be inserted into the envelope with the 
financial statement and that are matched to the particular customer. 

34. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3 1 , further comprising 
a second printer for printing an identifier on a second one of the components forming the mailing 
unit, the identifier on the second component based on the identifier read fi-om the first 
component. 

35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 34, wherein the first 
component is a card carrier, wherein the identifier printed thereon identifies a particular customer 
when read by the reader and is provided to the controller, and wherein the second component is a 
financial statement matched to the particular customer by the controller. 
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